Now that the public health movement looms largely in the minds of the people and Government, and that, as far as the Madras Presidency is concerned, a Public Health Association has been started under the patronage of H. E. Lord Willingdon, the Governor of Madras, and which has the goad fortune to secure as its President H. E. Lady Willingdon, and with subscriptions flowing from maharajas, rajas, zemindars, etc., it is hoped that an investigation will be made into the disease which carries away every year thousands of men of light and learning, in the midst of their labours. The widespread prevalence of the disease among the intelligent and educated classes demands early and careful investigation into its cause, treatment, etc., not only from the public health point of view but also the economical and sociological.
Heredity is referred to in almost all works on the subject as a cause of the disease. 
